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Welcome



Announcements



AU Quality Reports

• Q1 2020 Disseminated

• Plan for quarterly 
disseminations
– Data downloaded 6 weeks 

after end of quarter

– ~4 weeks to analyze, 
prepare and review



Core Element 
Achievement



Core Elements Statistics as of May 2021 – YUSUF UPDATING!

Facility Type

Total 
number of 
facilities

Number of 
reporters

% actually 
have 

completed 
survey

5+ core 
elements 
achieved

7 core 
elements 
achieved

% of 
reporting 

achieving all 
7

Acute Care 
Hospital (non 
CAH) 107 99 93% 98 88 89%

Critical 
Access 
Hospital 14 10 71% 9 9 90%

LTACH 9 8 89% 8 8 100%

IRF 30 26 87% 26 25 96%



Core Element Achievement Over Time
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Percent of ACH achieving all 7 Core Elements by Region, 2020



2020 Achievement by Core Element
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Action Items – All Hospital Types
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Tracking Items – All Hospital Types
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Reporting Items – All Hospital Types
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Education Items – All Hospital Types
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Areas for Improvement Statewide

• Nursing Education in Acute Care Hospitals

• Prior-Authorization Adoption

• Transition from DDD to DOT Tracking

• Antibiotic Resistance Patterns – not 100%?

• Informing Staff of Antibiotic Stewardship Outcomes



COVID – 19 Update –
Christopher Wilson



Tennessee Department of 
Health

June 8th, 2021



Tennessee Situation Report (as of 6/7)

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov.html



Syndromic Surveillance

• Emergency department data
– Chief complaints
– Discharge diagnoses

• Deidentified
• Received within 24h of patient encounter
• Reported from 99 hospitals across TN
• Syndromes

– Influenza-like illnesses (ILI) is defined by terms, free text, or discharge 
diagnoses that are likely to be related to illness caused by seasonal 
influenza. The visits counted within these criteria will contain a percentage 
illnesses caused by conditions other than influenza infection. These results 
should be considered preliminary in nature and are not all confirmed 
diagnoses of disease.

– COVID-like illnesses (CLI): is defined as symptom terms, free text, or 
discharge diagnoses specified by CDC that are likely to be related to illness 
caused by the 2019 novel Coronavirus. The visits counted within these 
criteria will contain a percentage illnesses caused by conditions other than 
novel coronavirus  infection. The visits counted within these criteria will 
contain a percentage illnesses caused by conditions other than novel corona 
virus infection. These results should be considered preliminary in nature and 
are not all confirmed diagnoses of disease.



Syndromic Surveillance (updated 5/30)

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov/data/syndromic-surveillance.html

Decline in CLI & ILI
cases from 3/22–
5/23/20

Increase in CLI from 
5/24-6/28

Increase in 
ILI 6/14-
7/12

Increase in CLI 
3/7

Decrease in CLI 
12/27



Case Counts (Daily) (6/7)
By Public Health Report Date



Case Counts (Weekly) (6/7)

MMWR Weeks run Sun-Sat



PCR Test Percent Positivity

7 Day Average: 3.30%



Deaths (n=12,479) (as 6/4)



Healthcare Resources

• Healthcare Resource Tracking System
– Established in 2006

• Acute care hospitals report daily: 
– Number of beds (floor / ICU / AIIR)

– Number of ventilators 

– Amount of PPE

– Number of COVID-19 patients (floor, ICU, 
ventilated, pending) 



Current Hospitalizations (as 6/7)

COVID patients represent ≈ 2.7% 
of 

all hospitalized patients in TN. 
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TN Variant Surveillance (6/5)
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Vaccine update



Breakthrough Cases (as 5/26)

- Prior to May 1st: All people that meet case definition 
- May 1st and after: People that meet case definition and had 

an outcome of hospitalized or deceased from COVID-19



Vaccination update (as 6/7)



Vaccination by age (as 6/4)



Vaccination update (as 6/7)



High SVI Counties (as 6/4)



Project Firstline –
Judy Baker



Topic 1: The Concept of Infection Control
06/08/2021



Agenda:
• Project Firstline and the concept of infection control
• Video
• Discussion and reflection

• Session feedback form and next steps

Learning Objectives:
• Articulate at least one (1) primary goal of infection control



Why do we do infection control?





Upcoming Session Topics

Coming up next
• The Basic Science of 

Viruses 
• How Respiratory 

Droplets Spread 
COVID-19

• How Viruses Spread 
from Surfaces to 
People

• How COVID-19 
Spreads: A Review

Broader Themes and Topics
• Infection 

Control: The 
Basics

• Source Control
• PPE: Basics
• PPE: Donning 

and Doffing

• Hand Hygiene
• Crisis 

Standards of 
Care

• Triage
• Standard and 

Transmission-
Based 
Precautions

• Microbiology 
Basics

• Recognizing 
Risk

• Environmental 
Cleaning and 
Disinfection



Key Messages

• The goal of everything we do in infection control, for any 
disease, is to keep people from getting sick.

• The goal of Project Firstline is to make sure you have the 
infection control knowledge that you need and deserve 
to keep yourself, your patients, your colleagues, and your 
family safe.



Resources and Future Training Sessions
Project Firstline on CDC:
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html

Project Firstline on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline

YouTube Playlist:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQGtDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX

To sign up for Project Firstline e-mails, click here: 
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104



Topic 2: Basic Microbiology and Pathophysiology of COVID-19, Part 1
[Date of training]

Topic 2: The Basic Science of Viruses 
06/08/2021



Agenda:
• Introduction
• The Basic Science of Viruses

• Video
• Reflection

• Session feedback form and next steps 

Learning Objectives:
• Differentiate one (1) core difference between SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19.
• Identify, and explain to others, the three (3) main parts of a virus.









Reflection

Can you imagine a realistic, every-day occasion when you could 
practice using this job aid or explain this concept to others? 



Key Messages
• SARS-CoV-2 is the official, scientific name of the virus, the germ that 

causes the disease COVID-19
• COVID-19 is the name of the disease – the fever, cough, chills and 

other symptoms that people have when they are infected with the 
virus SARS-CoV-2.

• All viruses have two parts:
• Genes that contain all the information needed to make more virus 

copies
• Proteins that protect the genes and help the virus spread

• Some viruses – SARS-CoV-2 is one of them – also have a third part: an 
envelope made of special fats that protects the genes and proteins



Resources and Future Training sessions

Project Firstline on CDC: 
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html

Project Firstline on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CDCProjectFirstline/

Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CDC_Firstline

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvrp9iOILTQZQGtDnSDGViKDdRtIc13VX

To sign up for Project Firstline e-mails, click here: 
https://tools.cdc.gov/campaignproxyservice/subscriptions.aspx?topic_id=USCDC_2104



Feedback form



Next Steps

• Next Call
– August 10 2pm Eastern/1pm Central Time

– Topic:  Continuation of Project Firstline, etc. 

– Topic:  Prior Authorization Adoption
• Seeking Volunteers to discuss their experience 

• Feedback always appreciated
– Christopher.evans@tn.gov


